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The Truth About Christmas 
Learn Not the Way of the Heathen - Jeremiah 10 “Thus saith the 
Lord, learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; 
for the heathen are dismayed at them. For the customs of the people are vain: for 
one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the 
axe. They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with ham-
mers that it move not”. 

Have you ever wondered about Christmas? From the time you first 

found out there really was no Santa Claus, did you ever question other aspects of this 
incredible holiday – one that so much of the world takes for granted? Did you ever 
wonder where Christmas came from? Is it in the Bible? From where do all the un-
usual symbols surrounding the celebration of this day come? Why a Christmas tree? 
Where did the idea of Santa Claus originate? Why does Santa wear a red suit with 
fur? Why does he supposedly come down the chimney? Why are stockings left on 
the fireplace? Why is this day celebrated on the 25th of December? Where did the 
Christmas wreath come from, or the yule log? How about the exchanging of gifts? 
What about mistletoe? The celebration of this holiday actually existed centuries be-
fore Jesus was born and did not enter Christianity until centuries after His death. The 
celebration of Christmas was not embraced during the days of the apostles or the 
early New Testament church. Consider the words of the Encyclopedia Americana, 
1944 edition which states: Christmas... was, according to many authorities, not cele-
brated in the first centuries of the Christian church, as the Christian usage in general 
was to celebrate the death of remarkable persons rather than their birth.  

The Origin of Christmas 

Virtually all Biblical authorities and secular historians agree that the celebration of 
Christ’s birth did not enter the church until hundreds of years after Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection. It was not until the fifth century that the Roman catholic church 
ordered this day to be celebrated. Furthermore, the church directed this celebration to 
take place on the same day as the pagan festival dedicated to worshiping the sun god. 
The connection between Christmas and a variety of pagan practices is thoroughly 



 Page 2 New Life Tabernacle 
documented. Not only the day, but its symbols, are intimately connected to religious 
practices embraced by the pagan world. William Walsh, a recognized authority on 
Christmas, writes: ...the Christmas festival...is a gradual evolution from times that 
long antedated the Christian period... It was over laid upon heathen festivals, and 
many of its observances are only adaptations of pagan to Christian Ceremo-
nies.” (The Story of Santa Klaus p. 58) Walsh went on to explain that the celebra-
tion of Christmas was intimately connected to the Greek veneration of their god 
Dionysus (also called Bacchus). The Greeks paid homage to Bacchus with a cele-
bration bearing his name (Bacchanalia).  
Why December 25? 

Today, most of the world celebrates Christmas on the twenty-fifth of December. 
However, the actual date of Christ’s birth cannot be determined with absolute cer-
tainty. There is, however, strong biblical evidence that suggests Jesus was born in 
the fall (October). As for the celebration of December 25, this too, traces its roots 
directly to the pagan world. Werner Keller writes in The Bible as History: Decem-
ber 25 is referred to in documents as Christmas day in A.D. 324 for the first time. 
Under the Roman emperor Justinian [in the 500's] it was recognized as an official 
holiday. The Encyclopedia Britannica adds some interesting insights with respect to 
the December 25th celebration of Christmas. Not only did the day coincide with the 
Roman celebration of Saturnalia, but other pagan deities are directly connected to 
this date. ...In the Roman world, the Saturnalia was a time of merrymaking and ex-
changing of gifts. December 25th was also regarded as the birth date of the Iranian 
Mystery god, Mithra, the Sun of Righteousness. On the Roman New Year houses 
were decorated with greenery and lights and gifts were given to children.  

The Tower of Babel: 

Virtually all pagan practices had their beginnings in the city of Babylon during the 
time of Nimrod. Nimrod was the grandson of Ham, the son of Noah (Gen. 10:6-8). 
He was the founder of Babylon (v. 10). Nimrod formed cities instead of going out 
and replenishing the earth as God had commanded Noah to do. One of Nimrod’s 
accomplishments was building the tower of Babel. Some believe he did this to pro-
tect people from the potential threat of another flood from God. The scriptures re-
veal that Nimrod was “a mighty hunter before the Lord” (Genesis 10:9). The word 
“before” is better translated “against” and it is clear that he became the first post-
flood dictator. The name “Nimrod” is translated from the Hebrew word “marad” 
and literally means “he rebelled. Ancient traditions regarding this apostate leader 
show that he rebelled against God, and in so doing, created a worldwide apostasy. 
According to tradition, Nimrod married his own mother, Semeramis. Then, upon his 
death, Semeramis began to teach that her son had been reincarnated in the form of a 
full-grown evergreen tree which supposedly sprang up from a dead tree stump. On 
each anniversary of Nimrod’s birthday, December 25, Semeramis would visit this 
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evergreen tree, claiming that Nimrod would leave gifts for her there. Through her 
politics and the use of her son’s name, Semeramis became the queen of Babylon, the 
home of the Chaldee Mysteries. She was also regarded as the “queen of Heaven” and 
“the mother of the divine son.” After generations of these idolatrous practices and 
traditions, Nimrod came to be considered the son of Baal, the sun god. He and his 
mother became the chief entities of worship as a Madonna and child. This belief and 
practice spread to Egypt, where the names of the gods were Isis and Osiris. The son 
Osiris was born December 25. In Asia it was Cybele and Deonius. In Rome they 
were called Fortuna and Jupiter. Throughout the world we still find the remnants of 
mother and child worship to this day. It is no surprise that this same system still ex-
ists at the end of the age. It is called “Mystery Babylon” (Revelation 17:5). Shock-
ingly, it is disguised as Christianity and is still practiced in the celebration of Christ-
mas.  

 
•  Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit 

salad.  

• Children: You spend the first 2 years of their life teaching them to walk and 
talk. Then you spend the next 16 years telling them to sit down and shut-up. 

• The early bird might get the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese. 

• MEN discovered COLOURS and invented PAINT. WOMEN discovered 
paint and invented makeup. 

• Men discovered word and invented conversation. Women discovered 
conversation and invented gossip. 

• Men discovered trading and invented money. Women discovered 
money and invented shopping. 

 
 
 
 
8th  Jack Mushi  17th Nadine Skosana  
 
 
 
13th Maria Skosana   30th Delarise Baadjies    
 

 

Birthdays: Be Blessed in Jesus Name! 
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What we Believe: 

We are Apostolic Pentecostals  
• We are Charismatic and Passionate 

about Jesus Christ  
• We believe in One God  
• We believe baptism in the Name of 

Jesus Christ  
• We believe in the Baptism of the 

Holy Spirit  
• We believe in living a Godly Life. 

 

 


